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commissioned by, and dedicated with gratitude to, Steve Fulmer and the Northland Blazer Band

The Exhilaration of Being Loved (2023-24)

for wind band

by Ian Evans Guthrie

Duration: ca. 3°45”



Instrumentation:

2 Flutes

Oboe

2 Clarinets (Bb)

Bass Clarinet

Bassoon (doubling Bass Clarinet)

2 Alto Saxophones (2nd opt.)
Tenor Saxophone
Baritone Saxophone

2 Trumpets (Bb)
Horn (F)
2 Trombones

Euphonium
Tuba

4 Percussionists:

1. Timpani (4 drums)
beaters required: felt mallets

2. Xylophone, Glockenspiel
beaters required: hard plastic mallets

3. Suspended Cymbal and Vibraphone
beaters required: yarn mallets

4. 4 Tom-toms or Drumset (see below under "Other Orchestrational Notes")
beaters required: wooden sticks

Percussion Key

Suspended
4 Timpani Cymbal
(tunings) &

N
B
e
0

0

0

OTHER ORCHESTRATIONAL NOTES:
Alto Saxophone 2, and piano are designated optional. However, they do greatly enhance the piece..

The Tom-tom part may be replaced by a Drumset; furthermore, an improvisor may may use the Tom-tom written
P y P Yy 5 > p y may

part as a reference for entrances and rests, dynamics, and the like. If one uses a drumset, cymbals should be used

sparingly since the texture was imagined primarily in terms of drums.

Although occasionally noted in the percussion parts, all resonating instruments should be dampened at rests.

Program n :

There are times when I seek out bands because I want to write. Northland Christian School's Blazer Band, however, caught me by surprise.
While listening to bands at the Midwest Music Festival, I saw and heard the Blazer Band, and said to myself, "I need to write for this
ensemble!" That idea was solidified in June 2023 that I would write a piece for them on their 2023-24 school theme, to be determined.

In July 2023, a mentor challenged me to "find a way to be myself" in whatever I composed, which is often imitational polyphony.
When I said, "Most people cannot do that," the mentor responded, "Find a way!" Four months later, I believe I have found a way,
utilizing the strengths of the Blazer Band with the size of a standard Grade 2 ensemble to create a unique, polyphonic effect.

As far as the title goes, it 1s a synthesis of the original musical ideas and the school theme for the year, "Love Well." Being curious how
thrilling film-like music would fit the context, I tried different ideas until I considered the emotional rollercoasters in sacrificial love that

1s often missed in cultural discussions. I wanted to highlight to middle- and high-school students how unpredictable love can be emotionally,
and that it is more of an exhilarating rollercoaster ride rather than a consistent emotional high. I hope this piece, too, helps you to
contemplate the concept of love, as described in the most ancient Greek Bibles, as well as Greek philosophy and other sources of wisdom.

- lan Evans Guthrie
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